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SUBJECT: 1976 MEAT IMPORT PROGRAM 
REFERENCE: PANAMA 0228 

1 . DEPARTMENT WELCOMES VISIT OF GOP VICE MINISTER GONZALES 
AND RAFAEL ZUBIETA TO DISCUSS 1976 MEAT IMPORT PORGRAM. 

2. UNDERSTAND GONZALES PARTY LEAVING PANAMA JANUARY 19 
FOR MIAMI WHERE THEY WILL CONSULT WITH PRIVATE U.S. 

MEATT INTERESTS UNTIL JANUARY 21. PARTY WILL ARRIVE IN 
WASHINGTON NIGHT OF 21ST. GONZALES HOPES TO MEET WITH 
USDA AND U.S. CUSTOMS BUREAU OFFICIALS JANUARY 22 AND 

23 AND STATE OFFICIALS ON JANUARY 26. 
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3. USDA AND CUSTOMS BUREAU APPOINTMENTS NOT YET ARRANGED; 
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HOWEVER, WE ANTICIPATE NO PROBLEMS IN ARRANGING APPROPRIATE 
MEETINGS. MEETING WITH DEP. ASST. SEC. FISHLOW SET FOR 
10:30 A.M. JANUARY 26. WE HAVE ARRANGED TENATIVE MEETING 
WITH ACTING ASST. SECRETARY KATZ AT 1 1 A.M. JANUARY 27 IF 
VICE MINISTER AGREES. 

4. REQUEST EMBASSY TRANSMIT ABOVE TO GONZALES AND INFORM 
DEPARTMENT OF HIS RESPONSE ASAP. KISSINGER 
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